
LAKE QUINSIGAMOND COMMISSION 
Wednesday, January 29, 2003 minutes 
Shrewsbury, Municipal Town Hall 
 
Present: Chairperson Chief A. Wayne Sampson: Cpt.Ashe;  Arthur LeDoux;  Kenneth 
Polito; Michael Paika; Melvin Gordon; 
Absent:  Tristan Lundgren; Nicholas Pepper; John Wilson; 
Meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. 

Approval of minutes-next meeting 
Invoices -none 

 
1. Election of Officers: 
Commissioner Mr. Gordan nominated Chief Sampson  as Chairperson, and Captain Ashe 
as Vice Chair for the upcoming year- was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
Chairman Sampson appointed Commissioner Mr. Gordon as Treasurer for the upcoming 
year, and Sub-committee for docks- appointed Commissioners: Mr.Gordon, Mr. Polito, 
Mr. Paika and Chairman Sampson.  Also, a legislative sub committee appointment 
consisting of Commissioners:  Mr. Paika, and Mr. Pepper. 
 
2. Report submitted from Nancy Allen:  Update on-going projects and grants.   

a. Drawdown- Tighe and Bond, (consulting engineers) submitted recently the 
second draft of Bid Specification Package (Stringer Dam & Rte 20 Box Culvert 
Upgrade).  Notice will be posted in local papers and the Environmental Monitor 
in February.  Bids will be due end of March with majority of construction 
completed by June.  This fall, the contractor will return and drop in the stop logs.  
The Town Manager and DEM have signed contracts for the funding of this 
project.  To date we have spent $17,800 on engineering. 

 
b. Section 319 Grant: This project begins with writing of a QAPP, however, several 

details in planning has taken more time than anticipated.  Hoping to complete this 
by the end of February.  The funding for this project is $243,000 with a 
40%match requirement. The match is made up of services and activities 
performed by the town. .  If we fail to meet the 40% match due to budget cuts, 
staff reduction or any other reason, the federal funds will also be reduced. The 
Town Manager has a signed contract for the grant funds. No monies have been 
spent to date. 

 
c. Weed Control:  Correspondence from Lycott Engineering was mailed- regarding 

plans to apply herbicides to Flint Pond, north and south of route 20 in the spring.  
Recording the management of additional aquatic plants .  There are three Town 
Conservations and, still awaiting decision from the Town of Grafton for approval 
of Pointe Rock Condominium.  Also, to include the extension of requests for 
corporate funding and contributions. Need additional reviews and report back by 
next week.   
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Boat Inspections at the North Quinsigamond Boat Ramp   – Mr. Joseph Antinovitch, 
Coast Guard Auxillary member was introduced and welcomed.  He will performing 
(safety) vessel  inspections at the boat ramp, and through the auxiliary will educate 
the public on boating laws.  All future LQC minutes to be forwarded to him, upon 
receiving his e-mail address. 

 
 
 3. 7:10 hearing:  Request for the Second Annual Canoe & Kayak Race on Lake 
Quinsigamond  to be held Saturday, September 20, 2003 and a rain-date for September 
27th  ; and the course to be increased from 2 miles to a 4-mile distance course. Mr. 
Dobson stated the Rotary International has insurance certificates in order.  Discussion 
followed: policing, safety issues, use of ramp, other rowing activities- as not to conflict 
with other races as previous year. Coalmine Ramp was mentioned to use as an accessible 
alternate.  Recommended to contact the Shrewsbury Parks Dept for their use permit of 
the Donahue Rowing Center.   
 
M. Gordan made a motion to approve the request -to hold the Second Annual Canoe & 
Kayak Race on Lake Quinsigamond, Saturday Sept 20 and rain date for the 27th of  2003. 
M. Paika seconded, and unanimous approved. 
Discussed ramp closing:   
Chairman Sampson- as condition of permit, one (1) police officer on duty and if ramp is 
allowed to close must have at least one (1) police officer on duty at ramp.   A written 
decision will be mailed, which will be included with application to the Environmental 
Police.  
         
4. 7:20 hearing: Memorial Day Crew Weekend –Lake use for School Boy Races.  
 
Chairman Sampson – This commission has clearly stated facts from last yrs complaints 
and as a courtesy has invited crew representatives back to express their concerns and 
appeal to continue hosting the race. 
Noting this is not a public hearing or a public debate.   
Representatives - Patrick Diggins,Treasurer of Quinsigamond Rowing Association and  
the head coach from St. Johns Crew are present.  
An application has been submitted to the MA Environmental Police Department and 
public access board last fall 
Patrick Diggins, Treasurer:   We would like to continue hosting the School boy races on 
Memorial Day Weekend.  Understanding a great number of complaints were received last 
year, we are willing to help alleviate these concerns.  Considering closing the ramp for 
safety issues. Due to the large volume of students -from 38 high schools throughout New 
England, (between 1200 to1300 students are involved).  Races are run every twelve 
minutes, starting 8:00am until 5:00pm with one hour lunch.  Memorial Day Race is 
mostly secondary school races.  Would like to continue this tradition with the 
commissions consideration for acceptance.  
Last year, Memorial Day, being the opening day of the summer season- people were not 
allowed to launch boats on ramps due to the races.  Normally, the D.E.Police are posted 
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at the docks, and have always allowed residents through.  However, a state police officer 
was hired and was not so accommodating. 
Chairman Sampson: 
Last year, commission discussed these issues last fall, but no formal vote was taken. 
 
Commissioners discussed: Ways to accommodate both rowers and boaters safely: 

a. Suggested boats by navigate entry and to be controlled per hour; 
b. Allow boaters to enter with police presence at ramp. Hand out instructions to 

follow sidelines under headway speed to route 9 bridge  
c. Divide the lake to accommodate both parties 
d. Entry areas  
e. Extra police staffing 
f. Changing of dates  

M.Gordan- made motion to allow race on Memorial Day, subject to conditions may be 
set in further discussion  
Seconded by Cpt. Ashe.      Discussion- ramp closing, headway speed sidelines, etc. 
 
Chairman Sampson- Suggestion with a condition to the motion that the Rowing 
Association be responsible for a Shrewsbury Police officer at the boat ramp; Make  
arrangements with the Shrewsbury, Worcester and Environmental Police boats on Lake 
Quinisigamond between 7:30am through 5:30pm; All three police boats under the 
jurisdiction of local police to be determined how to be used.  Also, this commission to 
authorize a headway speed on the north end from route 9 bridge to route 290 bridge from 
7:30am to 5:30pm on that day.  Specifically, the officer on duty will give written notice 
to any person putting in a boat in that day. Stay on east side to provide safety.  
M.Paika- Suggested placement of additional floatation marker buoys especially on 
shallow areas.  
Chairman Sampson- Mark out a power boat lane on eastern side of shore as a condition. 
 
And if the Rowing Association would like to contact us and suggest any other 
information to be added on this notice, we will do so. 
 The Rowing Association asked if an issue on Environmental Police are restricted due to 
budget problems and could not be resolved, asked to allow for an alternative .   
Chairman Sampson responded –We will condition the police patrols subject to the 
decision of ranking officials through the departments. 
Chairman Sampson asked if all are in favor of motion with conditions as stated – voted  
unanimously  
Chairman Sampson requested a list of all schools that are scheduled for participating, and 
specific material regarding graduations dates. Need verification- please forward  
M.Gordan- Need to establish a policy. Do we wait until May 31st or June meeting to set a 
policy for 2004 and beyond. 
Chairman Sampson asked rowing association if they received a decision by June of next 
year, do they have sufficient time for making appropriate arrangements for the following 
year. Response was positive. 
The first regatta exclusively – dual meets begin March 29 and continues into the last 
week of October. 
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Chairman Samspon-Future years will be determined after this years evaluation.   All 
information  requested earlier from the Rowing Association is due within 30 days . 
 
 
4. Concerns re: Quinsigamond Rowing Association- 

a. No representation at meetings 
b. Upgrade communication skills  
c. Proper information –notification -usage of lake (dates, schedules, etc.) 
d. Complaints 
e. Co-operation  
f. Permitting  
 
Mr. Diggins attended a meeting last evening, with Rowing Association and the 

Donahue Rowing Committee. They are forming more committees, 2-3 people are 
responsible for communication with the LQC. One of which would be responsible to 
attend each meeting. This group will be determined at the next meeting scheduled for the 
last Tuesday in February; and will forward names, telephone numbers and e-mail 
addresses. They are working on establishing a more structured organization which will 
enhance communication. 
Chairman Sampson-The Rowing Association should come before this commission prior 
to sending the formal application to the Environmental Police and our letter of approval 
with condition set by this Commission should go down with their application.  Has had 
several conversations with Public Access Board and Environmental Police relative to this 
permitting process and both are receptive to awaiting approval and conditions set by this 
commission. 
Mr. Diggins requested a time frame. Discussion followed. 
Chairman Sampson– Submit application by September 15th of every year for the 
following year.  A set date. 
 
Commissioners Reports: 
Cpt.Ashe-Boat has been put away; Police officers that manned last year are expected to 
be on board this year. 
K.Polito: No report 
M.Gordan.: No additional contributions received, will reissue letter to large contributor 
            b.     No contribution received from Worcester 

c.     Suggested to increase residential dock fees from $10.00 to $25.00.  Cannot 
rely on the Commonwealth to support long term weed control.  Additional 
discussion or future agenda item which would require a public notice and hearing. 

 
A.Ledoux: -Concern of increase branches and fallen trees onto the ice-purpose of giving 
habitat for aquatic life. Eventually creates navigational hazards. The residents intent is to 
create a reef nearby Canna Drive- good intentions , however according to Rule #2–any 
disposing of any waste in any waterway is in violation.  
Chairman Sampson: Trailer removal off island. Inquire with Health and Conservations 
Commissions and report back next meeting. The dock is in disrepair.  
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M.Paika: Another month of ice activity, skaters, snow mobilers, fishing, etc, reminder  to 
use extra caution.  Concerned with snowmobilers speeding.       
 
Chairman Sampson: 
 a. Warrant Article- May meeting for new boat house 
 b. Letter- resident 139 Lake Ave-boat dock w/lift- inspected-meets all criteria 
Public inquires- none 
Motion to adjourn 8:43, seconded 
 
Next meeting- March 26th at 7:00pm 
 
 
  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
K.Hemmerdinger 
 


